MONTAIGNE  ON   HIS  TRAVELS

heads of St. Peter and St. Paul are exhibited
in St. John Lateran, and the philosopher of the
tower must needs be one of the devout. Twice,
though tender-hearted, he witnessed the brutali-
ties of public executions, in one instance with
hacking and hewing of the dead body, responded
to, at every stroke, by shudders and outcries of
the crowd. And once he observed the pious
process of an exorcism; but the priest had to ex-
plain that the devil, tenanting the possessed man,
was of quite the worst species, obstinate, and par-
ticularly hard to deal with; only yesterday a simi-
lar operation had been quite successful, or would
have been so, had not a second and less malicious
demon entered into the patient and disguised the
operator's triumph; he was acquainted, says
Montaigne, with the names, the classification, and
the particular distinctions of all the diabolic tribe.
These were incidents of ordinary Roman days.
But that was a high day when Montaigne was in-
troduced by the French ambassador and the Papal
chamberlain to His Holiness, Gregory XIII.,
when he knelt on one knee or on two knees at
the appointed stations, and when, as he stooped
to kiss the foot, His Holiness raised a little the
red shoe with its cross of white to meet the lips
of a faithful son of the Church. The Pope ex-
horted Montaigne to continue in that devotion
which he had always manifested towards Rome,
315 churches de-
